Dr. Dudley Stokes, President of

ondary Schools, in an address to
the Montego Bay Lions Club, dealr
with the difficulties of Jamaican
schools today. He felt ir necessary
that the community should help its
schaol, and that principals must be
careful administrators and discipli-
narians if we are not 1o see educa-
tion lose all meaning for the young.

We have mentioned a number
of cases in which schools have in
fact been helped by local firms,
civic organisations, and individuals,
and we_have stressed the value of
the examples thus given. Dr. Stokes
referred'to cases in which furniture
from schools has found its way
into hawees or been seen on street-
sides “<tAving as stands for irinerant
vendors,” and he deplores  that
“there are men and women who are
prepared o walk in and 1ake our
without permission, and to take 1o
their residénces, wherever they live,
turniture. which belopgs 1o the
school' — which the Ministry is
expected. o replace.  Centainly
where such chings are happening,

The Catadupa Coffee Growers
(1977) Co-operative Society has
carned for s members  over
$1,000.000 in the last few years,
owput béing abour 56,000 boxes.
It plany e move its office from
Monrego Bay, where it is housed in
the 1.AS. building, to a more logr-
cal location in a coffec-growing
area, Jand i oas asking the Coffee
Industry Board to ser up a fermen:-
ary  at; Beven Rivers, something
which 1% Board is nor able 1o do
unless che annual crop -reaches
20,000 boxes, which the! Co-op
regards as.practicable.

the Caribbean Association of Sec- .

-said will receive serous Consider-

Coffee in St. James

- 1977. Before thar, the low price

OPINIDNS on this Poge, except for those in the editorials aboﬂ:_fe, do -

not necessarily reflect ihe views of the GLEANER.

SCHOOL PROBLEMS “* " \

the community must organise to
help the school, through a Parent-
Teachers Association or a Citizens
Association, if it wishes its children
to be well educated, =

. Dr, Stokes also mentioned van.
dalism committted by the children
themselves, which points. to a lack
of discipline, and also to-a decline
in the wish for education, since
children so behaving are making it
difficult for themselves 10 learn.

We hope that what Dr. Stokes

ation. We are sure that in those
schools which have been  helped
the teachers are coascientious in
the ways he regards as essential.”
Just as we hore that in orher
communities help will be forth-

coming we hope that the teachers

will make sure of their functions.

The message is clear. It is not
enough to teave everything 1o Gov-
emment — for in our democracy
citizens are not mere robots. Edu-
cation is as much a community as it
is a national effort. It is the respon- |
sibility of all of us.

i T

The report submitted in August
to the Apnual General Meeting
stressed the improvement since

paid by the Board, unavailability of
planting materiat, and the ‘back-
wardnéss of planring and spraying
techniques had acrually led 1o a-
decline in production. :
In some respects cotfee is a cro
particularly attractive 1o the smaﬁ

producer, and we feel that the }

Board, the [.AS., and the Co-op
are to be congratulated on ‘the’
increase in output. We’ hope that
this will continue. ' '

Welll At jeast Dr. Paul Rob-

ertson is the bearer of good tidings, -

I'm not speaking of his interesting
claim about people of ail classes
clamouring for his party to be re.
turned o power and-the accompa-
nying impression conveyed of a
PNP horse champing at the bits and
rearing to take- the course of Gov-

. emment again. He is entitled to give

his party whatever. political cheer he
can. But what I consider good néws
‘for the country 4t large is .his
statement that meetings have been

- taking place between the PNP and
- JLP leadership with a view to re-
-moving violence from their political
" rivalsies. Since then the top leaders
have met, and the signs are encour-

3INg. T

It appears theresis some division of
view as to whether this subject should
be publicly discussed, with some people
feeling thar it is a way of creating public
hysteria. | have no interest in’ fosiering
hysteria; and .think that we should at ail

- ‘times strive for sanity and rationality in

discussing public issués, Therefore 1.am
by noc means shggesting that we are on.
the edge of civil war or anything like

that. But i do say that it is the duty of -

the whole society to be on guard against.

. communal violence and that it is the

duty of political leaders’in particular 1

take steps 1o prevent a repeat of the

carnage associated “with ‘theit rivalries
three short years ago. = - )
The fact that the two major polirical

. parties are discussing the marrer is heart-

.ening indication of an incelligent awaie- .

ness, of the dangers posed 1o our whole
rolitical system and democratic way of
ife by party war. If Jamaicans have any

" doubts as to the mornat danger to a

state posed by unbridled communal
violence, ler them bur look at what is
happening in Lebanon today, and quick-
ly come 10 their senses. And ler us not

. forger, that if we cannot create unity

among ourselves there are forces waiting
on the.sidelines ro supply the -arms,
foment our internecine strife, manipu-
late - our warring factions and achieve
their own non-jamican objecrives.

" pressing

“Therefore, i bolitical-'_rcrms, I be-

“lieve that the foreswearing of political -

violence and the creation of a social |

- consensus which sees this phenomenon

' -as.anti-famican, are numbéer one priori- -

- ries in this country.

But T want 1o suggest that in eco-
nomic terms, the need is no less
pressing. Ler us consider Tourism alone..

. Everybody admits thar just now a buoy-

ant routist industry is a-vital elément in
keeping this economic ship afloar. Ir is
our foreign exchange life-lne. It will be- -

for some time because it will rake some- - W .
- life_those things that will destroy tou-

good time before our tradivional export

. ¢rops (sugar, bananas, citrus), bauxite

and.non-traditiondl exports come back
on stream to ease. the pressure on

No less - _-’“L

So by Tourism we shall live! But this
is one of the most fickle of industries, It
is affécted by -the social and political

- prefarences of the travelling puablic. It is
also exmremely sensitive to threars of
dangef from violence. You would have
10 pay me a large sum of money, 10 go
a,m:r take vacation -in  Bierur this
Christmas! - :

A cursory glance at our statistics for
the tourist trade over the last decade
will easily identify 1975-76, the period
for Siate of Emergency and 1980, the
year of our most violemt })oltir:a_l cam-
' paign ilﬁ, as the periods of that secior's
most depressing performance. In facr,
only:in 1982 did our gross arrival figures
recover to what they were in 1972, Bur
in terms of Jamaica’s percentage of the

" Caribbean market in 1972, we have not

yet recovered! There is a direct correla-
tian between crime and violence, and
Tourism down-turn, - :

- Enemy- no.l1

Now it goes without saying, that no
matcer who' forms the governmenr, Ja-
maicans will not be able ro achieve and
hold a decenr standard of lving in the

. next decade without a vibrant rourist

gndustry. Therefore, it is-in the national
initerest that we banish from our way of

rism. Political violence has proven itself
the most potent destroyer of thar indus-
y.

PRI poe e

By the Rev.

e

C. S. Reid

Therefore, palitically inspired vio-
lence is just now-Public Enemy Number
One. Since political viclence spongs

. from out of the bowels of the parties

and not from the fingers as some people
would have us believe, it 15 within the
central planning and educarional pro-
gramme of the parties that this cnemy
must be identified and desrroyed. Thar
the major parties are 1alking about
together is for me, a sign of hope. We
must all pray that they exercise deter-
mination in seeing this thing ro a satis-
factory conclusion, that intra-party
tivalry among its supporters in some
areas has broken out in open gun play.
Mr. Bruce Golding mughr soon need (o
give -up tither his Minstey o his Pany
Secretaryship in order to restore diwi-
pline to the party of govecament.

Finally - whar of the Workers Party
of Jamaica? Are they bewng inctuded in
the anit-violence talks? For it should he
openly recogmzed that by idevlogial
commitment  and  recorded  othiaal
methodology, Commumist partes are
the ones least opposed 1o the use ot
viokence and ol disorder as means ot
achieving power 1 non-Commugise
States. When Communists so act ar s
called “bringing in the Revolunon.”
When such methods are used against a
Communist regime, 1t 15 damned as
“counter-tevolutionary  crimes!”  The
democratic parties and the people of
Jamaica would like ro hear an unequiva-
cal word from Dr. Trevor Monroe and-
his friends on this matrer. bt 15 a ques-
tion of, not party mterests, but NA-
THONAL SURVIVAL.

REPUBLICAN
FRIVOLITY

THYRE may have been s public
meue, last week,5chat meant even’
bess to the Jamawan public than
whether we should become a repub-
li. or remain a monarchy. If there
was, | would be grateful 10 any
poltican or private citizen who
would rell me which bit of news
was less significant o our futore
than the announcement thar the
Joint Select {parhamentary} Commt-
ice on Constitucional and Elecroral
retorm has  reaffirmed: a 1979
agreement that Jamaica shonld pro-
ceed to Republican Status,

1 apologise to my readers for the
tangled prose of cthe. above paragraph
but that = the only way 10 describe
what has been absorbing a lor of the
energies of the Speaker of the House,
the Hon., Tom Foirest, and rhar over-
worked. highly competent Mr. |.A.G.
smith and that good Giberal, Mr. Sey-
‘neur Mullings, and the President of the
Senate, the Hon, O, (. Harding, and the
torinidable, combined ~ brains of Sen-
ators Abe Dabdoub, Card Rattray and
ugh Small.

We are wlking,
stand. of some of the keenest minds in
Parlioment — including Mr. Dudtey
Thompson,” who really oughr to have
been excused duty for such a commitree

‘on the grounds thar we need him more -

10 oppose the government an serious

155U LS,
Doomed?

Anyway, as you could have ex-
pected, the Jome Selett {patliamentary)
Commuszee on Constitutional and Elec-
toral Reform has ageeed unanimously
thar we should become a republic.

What o iy that such a commireee
was not formed in 1979 ro find some
means of ordering our hinances so thar
the SL00 mllion spene last vear on the
wnpaon of NEW OTOT CAFS Was ner spent
o schoolbooks tor our children — and
that the $26 million for schoolbooks,
which aur present Misuster, of Educa-

tign v hunting. was nat an gssured 126

mithan,

s thas counsiy incurably frivolous?

Are we irremediably doomed to waste
our best human resources on consid-
ering matters that wall not grow one
extra acre’of cassava, or produce anoth-

er A Level scienast, or persuade a

jobless woman that having wwelve chil-
dren by rwelve different fathers is a
disastrous way of life?

What on ecarth does it matter
whether Jamaica, as an  independent
Commonwealth  counirv,  remains  a
monarchy or becomes a republic? .

The majority of the famaican prople
vre obviously -quite conrent with . obr
(Jueen — even if she is English and
visits us only once in"a while. Indeed,
the majonty of the Jamaican people

you must under.

seem 10 positively enjoy having a Queen
as their Head of State, with a Governor-
General as her independent representa-
tive and advisor-on Jamaican affaies, -
As it is, cven the PNP recoghises
that any change from monarchy to
republic would be a change i name
only — nov a change in what we are ...
The new republican President, accord-

ing 10 the PNPs memorandum, would -

be & ceremonial figure rather than an
Executive one. He (or shé) would be
appoinred by much the same methods
as are now agreed on between Govern-
ment and-Opposition. His {or her} func-
tions would hardly be different by more
than a title or a small piece of ritual and
ceremany.

The only real change in making
Jamaica a epublic now would be a Joss
of ‘cash, and a dreadful los§ of rime and
energy. To change our stars from
monarchy to republic could take any-
thing from ¢ 10 15 months in the
House, and  would need ar least-one
refcrendum — and perhaps two if cer-
1ain conditions were not agreed 1o by
the Senate. : ;

Loy

Can we
afford it?

Jamaia is aew down to bamboo
-ashes as far as making ir economically is
concerned. We mighr, with lirtle con-
cenration of the public will, pull our-
selves out of the pit in which we lie. |

Can we afford at this point, expen-
sive exercises as to whether we vore for
republican ‘dignity’ and ‘starus?

| would be far, far more confident
_about both our. Government and it
loyal Opposition if they had a joint
Select Commitree, comprised of their
best talears, coming up with agreed
measures ‘'on family planning and envi-
ronmental poliution. ; i

What percentage is thére in it for us
to hear thar the governmemr and irs
Opposifion are agreed” that. Sir Florizel
Glasspole should be known. in the
future as ‘Mr. President’, instead of the
*G.G.’ as hé is now fondly thought of

by every citizen in the land.

[Voice of the people

= BEST NEWS =

THE EDITOR, Sir— The headline y

af September 14, which proclaimed thar
the PNP, JLP agreed ro examine ways
to stem- political violence, was the best
news Jamaica has had for years. Maybe
ar last, “Peace will réturn to_our shores,
when war and staughtér will vex. rhe
land no more.” Congramlations to the
1op- leadership of both mayor: poliical
parties. o o

I
innocent must not, and need not be led

o
[

sane and creditable arguments put 1o
them for their support, withour duress
of any form. In fact, I know the hard
core of both major parties constitute

. one third each of our electorates ~~their

have always advocated that ‘the

16 the alter of sacrifice to win elections -

— it is qQuite unnecessary.

I know as a veréran political cam-

paigner of Tong standing.that our people

individually or as a group can come up .

*with a decision as 1o whichever party or -

support either way is almost irrevocable
and upcompromising. o o
The decision of the other one-third'
swings victory (o one or the other party.
S0 how to convince the vncommirtted
latter g'rot:{) h the pendulum of
victory ot defect.
their decision. Therefore the use of
violence ro -win elections is notr only
futile bur cruel.
o Vam,étc, o,
). A LOWE !

Jacks Hill

-

THE EDITOR, Sir:-
Twao cheers to the Min-

am, to ook vour soup, -

... Energy Conservation

borh ot which are Je

iolence cannor deter -

Our

‘textbooks™... A

- $tate dpur case. :

- Several |

THE EDITOR, Sitim- Jt * ‘enough to do.” -

was disheartening 1o read
your editorial of Septem-
“ber 10, 1983, on the
Seabed Talks. Equally dis-
turbing wasthe report. ex-
actly thrergys; after the
delegates tof the Piepararo-
ry-Commission arrived thar
they , werd complaining
again about Jamaica, and

that -thé complaint  this |

‘Many of the disturbing -

‘experiences that the dele-
rclated could “have -

tes

gqn_-av_oid_ed- and especial-
ly the complaint thar there
is nothing to do. Iy is not

-really.true, lt is very nor-

mal for “the sophisticated
visitor-to react in this fash-
ion. They are only im-
ﬁress'ed' with” New -York,

ume wa'f L - “there isn’t

aris  and  London, We

Sepi. 10, 1983:

have 10 leamn 10 twern that

kind of snobkery around. -

Thar’s what it is, snobbery.
And ¥ is “quitz. easy 1o
handie. S

Bener luck next’ tife

Foreign Alfairs.

- fam,etc, -
YVONNE MAHONEY

White Sands Beach P.O.,

St James. - .
S s

_candidare 10 vore for, by

listening: to.

Sepr. 14, 1983,

gyt

Society ©

THE EDITOR, Sirie ~ ©

With-a popularion that-

is predominantly teenagers
we must realise that whar-
ever happens 1o cur reen-

agers will drastically affect

our counmtry, Whar ‘we

must do. is identify our
problems and try ‘10 solve’

them, L :
Qur_foremost problem
is not the relevance of our
Coar of arms. Qur fore-
maost problem is our socie-
ty. And what is our sogiety
like? . o

My view of our society
is that' it is ‘'one in which
too many - people are
agains: regularion. A socie-
ty in which everyone wants
to reach the top evernight,
A sociery’ in which illegal
businesses are the inost
profitable. A saciery “long
on gums” and “shorr on
society
which adules allow mini-
bus conductors 10 turn
away school children and

then they 1ake the vehicle,

- A society which - had

‘beuer saceifice 10 educare

its reenagers or allow them

10 become adult igno.

ramouses. .
“This is not a message of.

hope pr happiness but one

of truth and warning!. "

: ~ }am, etc,,

. CHILLIP REID

39 Lincoln Ave.,

Kingston 13

Sept. 6, 1983.

. . .
Pensions
THE EDITOR, Siri—

I refer to a lerer which
appeared on page 8 of the
-Daily Gleanver of Septem-
ber 8 1983, written by the
Hon. J.A.G. Smith, Min-
ister of Labour and -the

Public' Service and enritled’
“Pensioners™

As-President of the Ja-
1. maica Government

sioners Associarion, 1 must

The Minister states
“Pensions are  compurcr
based upon the salary that
the officer was in receipt
of, at the time of retire-
ment. It is, therefore,: an
expression of gratitude for
past services when the gov-
emment grants an increase
10 Pensioners.”

We are not asking for -
. an expression of grariude.
- Our- insistence is that the

monetary.. value . of ‘pen-" . .0
- sions shouold be realistic,
although an officer’s pen-.

sion pyay have been Quite
faisly computer based osi
his sdlary vhen he retited,
because of the decrease in
the value of money, the

“could

Pen- -

Sept. i3, 1983,

pension ceases 1o have any
real value. Many officers,
in the past, who made the
Civd Service their career
and were depending on a
pension bn  which _they
exist, ‘now find
themselves unable to live,
Most democratic countries
wisure against this by link-
ing pensions to “cost of
living. :
- The Minister - stares

. “There is no basis in Law

or iry ‘practice for negotia- -

‘tions with Fensions. There
is therefore no need 1o sex
up a board or_any other
body to review pensions.”

As a member on the

.exccutive  body of the

Government - Pensioners
Association for over -fif-
teen years, .1 know thar,
hitherto, all* incregses to

pensioners by Govemment’

have come as a resulc of
deliberations with the Pen-
sioners  Agsociation.  Are
we 1o understand thar the
moment g Government
employee * crosses . the

- threshold from™ being a
‘worker to become a pens

sioner he s auromatically
created a  “non-person”.

One. day he is dble 10,

_negotiare with the Govern-
ment and the next day he
is barred from doing so.

" .We-have been request-
ing an independent. Review

Boird or Commission and
- stilk 'do; because whatever
_reviews have been made, in
. 'the past, seem 10 us unrea-

listic. -

I should like to em-

phasize the poine that there
is a gtear differénce be-
tween the pension for a
Civil Servant, which - is
non-contributory, and the

which her husband con-
tibuted 4% of his salary
over 38 years: This area of
pensions cries out for a
Review -Board .more than

any otherarea. - -
The Minister in his ler-

ter also deals with the

restoration to full pensions
of . those wha on rerire-

~ ment ‘opted for a iump

sum payment and a re-
duced pension and who
have remained alive afier
124 years. Before the orig-
inal arrangemens was af-
rived ‘ar, a life expécrancy
study was cammied out and
the 12% years life expec-
rancy was determined. It
seerms only logical, there-
fore, that thoese who are
seill alive after the 12%
years, period should have

. their full pension restored.

Tam,etc, -
H. D. CHAMBERS
' President
Jamaica Goverament Pen-
sioners Association,
7 Catedonia Ave.,
5

- entertaining * the

Carnival
Ednor, Si:
“Your coverage of the

" Carnival * was quite good.
‘and  well received. The

bands from Dominica and
Grenada are to be congrat-
utated -for the music they
were playing. at the Camni-
val. Everybody, it seemed,
was dancing and following
these particular floars,

- Bur poor old Jamaica!
What a shame thar so
much emphasis. is pur on
“Reggae” ralking music. |
think i is full time now
that Jamaicans realise that
“Reggae” is for private en-
tertainment: and aot for
public.

- The band that was playing

“pension for a widow for -

in  Welcome Park was
doing " nicely unril- they
spoiled ir with talking mu-
sic. Every nationality was
enjoying the music and
swaying to_it unril the so-
called rcalking: music

started. Whar is going on? -

Where. is ' our faste gone,
We are letting this thing go
on for far too long. When
we 20 [0 a panty we get
talking mwsic. Ir is fguell
time-this thing stop.

When people go out to
enjoy themselves, the last:
thing they want 1s to hear.
talking — they want to
hear music — good danc-
ing music. — the old and
the young would agree
that now-a-days too much
ralking music is played at
pasties, Even on Reggae
time and Roots Rockers,
scarcely anyone is listening
to them again because of
the talking music.

1 say wake up; Jamaica
and produce some good

" dancing music.

The old time artistes
were really good. Away
with “Talking Music”,
people young and old wani
to dance. o

“Could vou also allow
me the space in your paper
1o congratulate the lawese
film made m “QUICK-
STEP" and shown on Brit-
ish TV. Onc of the reasons
1 would hke 1o congrau-
late the actors is that there
were no swear words, |
was botn and grown in
Trelawny and did not
know the origin- of
QUICK-STEPD.

Ler us have mofe pro-
grammes ABOUT ORI
GINS. g e

1am et
DEBORAM KEWNT

1, Thurston Road,

Depriord

London SE8

England
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tives

_administrations

istry of Mining and Energy
on the recent increase in
the number of . training
courses — at long last —in
ENergy CORSETVATION prac-
rices. Technical informa-
tion and practical wraining,
as distinct from advertising

“and -P.R,, have been the

week “side ‘of government

. &ffons 1o veach the nation

10 conserve encrgy.’
It was a lixle disap-

‘pointing, however, to read

your report {Gleaner Sep-
tember 5) of a speech
opening a one-duy seminar
on ‘Energy Cosnervarion in
Transpore’ by the Lirector
of the Energy Division of
the Ministry, Dr. Henry
Lowe. His speech av re-
ported seems 10 have hewn
confined 1o the vsiral pic-
ties and rtoothless warn-
ings. May | suggest wo
areas in which government

action eah suppledent.pres

achment with substantive
effeer,

1. Start applying the law
to mozrorists whose vehi-
cles lay down' smake:
screens like warships trying
o evade the enemy. 1
would guess thai four out
of five diesel-engined “vehi-
cles ought to be taken off
the road for proper adjust-

‘ment of thew fuel fers. |

am informed that the jers
are  deliberately opened
wider than manuofacturer’s
specification in order 10
increase engine power tw
cope iwith the invariable
-over-loading. Though this
pracrice — and the over-
loading -~ reduce the life
of engine ‘and vehicle, the
comparative cheapness of
automotive diesel fuel is
thought to compensate.
Whether the cause 15
false economy or incompe-
tent auro-mechanics, there
is no reason’ why diesel
engines should be per-
mitred to belch smoke.

It is. not allowed in any
civilised
smoke is a distiner traffice
hazard, and ir is a poliur-
ant, ~which™ increases the
risk_ of cancer and respira-
tory ailments to the pop-
ufarion {is the Ministry of
Health nar concerned?).
But since we appear to be
equally unpeiturbed by en-
vironmental theears  and
carnage on the roads, per-
haps we might be moved

‘by ¢he financizl aspect. All

that dark smoke is, in facr;
particles of unburne fuel.
That's our scarce foreign
exchange going up im

‘smoke — lirerally.

2. My second sugges:
tion is tax and fiscal incen-
tor solar warer
heaters. While a few large
solar heaters -have been
installed in some govern-
ment hospitals, successive
in
country seem. unable o
grasp the potential of solar

energy —which is free and’

non-potlunng.

Water comes from -the
cold warer tap ar abous 80
deprees . Farenheit.  TFhe
temperature then has to be:
raised another 132°F o

. reach boiling point.” If wa-

ter is trapped from a soldr

heater, Jt .comes out 8L

between 140° and 160°F
(depending on the efficien-
cy of the unit and on the

weather). That means freg -
have: done

&ne will
about half the heating re-.
iquiréd 10
point. The corollary.is that
paid, caminercial energy 15

- used. for only half the heot

which is required i boil
the water for your rice ot

country, The -

this -

reach. boiling .-

make a cup of teq, do vour
laundry or wash your har.

1 hope | am forgren for
spelbing at 0w ALK
because 1 suspect thar the
powers that be have been
acting on the assumption
that domesiic hot water
merely a luxury for nich
people 10 have warm
baths. Every houschold,
however paor, almost ev-
ery persodt, uses hot water
virtually every dav! And
solar energy 1» free and, in
this part of rhe globe,
abundant.

However, the  larpe-
seale adopnion of solar wa-
ter heaters is inhubited by
the  high  minal  cost
i$3,000-$6,000)  of pue-
chasing and mstalling vhe
solar collector and srorage
rank. Roughly half of thar
COSE 1 BOMCTIMENT LN
excise, sales and consump-
rion taxes, and duties on
impofted= faw  matenals,
Since few of us can afford
the capital nuelay, the con-
rribution of the taxes 1o
government revenue i a
pirtance and the taxes are,
in eifect, a prohibision on
the use of solar energy.
.Commonsense,  therefore,
dictates - the removal of
these taxes on solar de-
vices; and | would pro-
pose, in addiion, that
houscholders receive a tax
vredit for the cost of pur-
chasing and installing solar
heaters.

The potensial gains are
obvious: saving  in. dao-
mestic consumphon of
cookmg gas and electriciny

Soviets

THE EDITOR, Siri—
Russia  never admits
tallures or errors in the
way that Wesrern nations
do because she dreads the
damage 1t would do to her
prestige in the eyes of the
,world whom she despera-

ways. There was a rime
when she wouldn't even
_report an air acoident be-
cause that would have
" damaged the hallowed pic-
rure of her rechnical supe-
riority  over the capiralise
countries. “Russian planes
never crash”, Her msoffe-
rable lirtle psychaphanis in
our midst’ used to boass
about it for her. No news
15 good news; that was the
prnciple.  Eventually  the
‘absurdity of the practice
became too ciear for the
.farce 1o, be conrinued, and
%0 we now have Russian
_planes suffering accidents
--n: the same way that. capi-
talists planes do.
.~ The same principle ap-
plies. 1o the brutal musder’
of the air passengers in the

Korean. plane recently shot

down. [r was a simple mat-
ver to” admit_ an -errer and
zpay “compensation to the

shocked as everybody is

-abour - the -incidenr,. the .

world would ‘have forgiven
the contrite offender. Bur
no! It would ‘have suliied
the Russian halo of virtu-
ous purity, and the Ameri-
cans have to be,made the
SC at. ko is just: as
though ' Russian capacity
for civilised and responsi-
ble behaviour depends en-
urely on whether or not
shé ‘is provoked by the
Americans, Is that whar we
are being so’ inrensely en-
couraged and jmimidated
to emulate as a system?
[ am, exc., .

DOUGLAS DWYER
1 Cromwell Cres.,
-London DWS5 9QB, U.K.

tely wants to adopt her’

{;milics of the victims, and -

‘Camps.

St Mary -

sived from imported perre
leum --and rhus g saving
m ke annual foregn ex
cthange bl tor ol A re

Jucion  of eren SOKKY
barrels  of ol means
LSS mullien saved, a

wday's prices. A further
gain would be rthe morease
m business and employ-
ment in the manufacture
and insallavion of soler
collectors, which  would
arse from greater demand,

A pertectly realsable car-
gt v 1o have  1AL0UD
bouses asing solar energy
wathin live sears.

Lhe measinzes | propose
have been adopted inoorh
¢r counrnies, aotabls an
Barbados which got anre
consen anion atter famaa
but which, gquahfied o
servers el me, s
ahead of asonomosr s
peces of nauonal  cnergy
managemens waday, 1 oam
advised rthat neatly all ho
why, and  most howsing
bwlt 1 Barbados n the
pavt fnve vears, have solar
water heaters and that the
retrofuemg of older stru
fures 15 monng apace. |t
know of no ratonal argu-
ment as 1o why we cannot
do likewise. In almost five
vears of pitching this point
all I've ¢ver heard are va-
rtants of the old buraucrar-
w rubbish: “le s recening
acne  considerauon and
arcention™, Mesnonme hun-
dreds of new housing unis
are going ap and we lose
the opportumiv of shitoing
Dur mfrastruciure 1o 8
more encrgy-cffiiviens hasis.,

Wody

[am, etv.,
HU GENTLES
I Marvfield Close
Kingstan &
Sepr. 8, 1983

Not
surprised

THE EDITOR, Siri— |
have watched, listened and
read a2 lor regarding the
shooting down  of the
South Korean passenger
plane, resutung i the loss
of 269 hives,

Having bved and visned
many counrnes oursde ot
famarca, and have had ihe
privilege of workmg along-.
stde nuany ditforemt racey -
of peopie, | am forced o, i
aok my tellow Jamacans
one quesnion tegarding the
behawwour ot the Russians,
i the dowmng of this
arrliner; are there anv of
My counirymmen OF WOmen., |
surpriscd over the action’
of the Russians, having
watched the arrogante, con-
sempreous  and  Bullyboy
attitude of the Russians in-

countnes ke Poland,
Crechoslovakia,  Afgamis:
tan?

Having warched how
they have classified ther
own ‘manondls as  “diss)-
dents”, names Jike these

~instamly  comes o mind:

Andre Sakarov, Anotoly
Scharansky, Alexander Sol- -
zenitsyn. who have been

* subjécted to imprisoninenr

and -punishment in Labotdir-*

If any }a.n:llai.ca'ns herg:'_ ’
express surprisc over this:
the latest of many barbasig -
acts, then [ suggest he of:

she should see a_psychia-
trist.. L
1am, etc, oo
LLOYD A. S. _
HENRY ./

Richmond P20, * .
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